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Start your day with a warming  
homemade chai from Sabretooth
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Time-travel through domestic interiors to 
see amazing seasonal interiors
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Wander down to Friends of Ours for eggs 
and the brioche French toast
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Meet friends for a pint of ‘Milk’   
at Dream Bags Jaguar Shoes
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From brilliant brunch to cutting-edge cocktails, 
via film, food and fun, you don’t need to leave the area  

for a memorable day out

A  D AY  I N  T H E  L I F E  AT 
S H O R E D I T C H  PA R K S I D E

Walk down to Shoreditch High Street 
for bacon butter burgers at  
Burger and Beyond
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Discuss the film over  
a bottle of red at Finley’s
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Catch an afternoon  
movie at Curzon Hoxton
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Head out later to Looking  
Glass Cocktail Club and sample  
a smoky Peach Boy
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We are Cristina and Andrei and we’re the co-founders of  
Dal Fiorentino. We’re an Italian sandwich shop and the special 
thing about us is our bread, which we bake in-house. It’s called 
schiacciata, which is a typical bread from Florence, where 
we’re from – similar to focaccia but thinner and crispier on 
top. We bake it here and then fill it with all the delicious fresh 
ingredients behind our counter. We grew up eating this kind of 
bread and these kind of sandwiches! 
 
We started here in November 2022, just the two of us, and now  
after a year we have another shop off Brick Lane and a group  
of 15 guys working with us. 
 
Apart from our bread, it’s the atmosphere of the shop that sets 
us apart. You have all the ingredients in front of you and you 
can create your own, swap or add anything. We slice everything 
in front of our customers, so they can see the whole process 
from beginning to end, and people love it – because it’s fresh! 
What we want is to make them as simple as possible, like we do 
in Italy – just great meat, cheese, vegetables and homemade 
sauces, that’s it. 
 
All our sandwiches have names relating to the history and 
culture of Florence. Our most popular has to be the Dante –  
it’s the classic Italian sandwich of tomato, mozzarella, basil and 
prosciutto. People start with that but then slowly they start to 
discover other ingredients they might not already know – like 
mortadella, nduja and so on – and they keep coming back! 
 
The area is vibrant and mixed: we have the college close to us, 
we have Shoreditch three minutes’ walk, all of the local offices 
at lunchtime. It’s also a really young area, which we love. A tip 
for another great place to go in Hackney is the Grow up in 
Hackney Wick, which is amazing, especially in summer. There’s 
live music, people painting and a great garden.
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ITALIAN SANDWICHES
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CHAI & COFFEE
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I’m Suki Pabla and I’m the owner of Sabretooth, We’re a 
neighbourhood coffee shop really, giving people in the area 
another space to relax in, get to know people on their doorstep 
and just see who’s in their neighbourhood. We’re known for our 
homemade chai – we used to do it in batches and everyone 
was saying it smelt so good that we realised it might be our little 
differentiation from the competition. The smell is that marketing 
you can’t pay for, right? And it sets the tone for everything else. 

We opened in September 2019, soon before Covid, but we 
stayed open and kind of grew during lockdown because we 
turned into a deli and grocery store and got to know a lot of 
people in the area. So they’ve watched us grow and develop 
and supported us.

It’s definitely the people who make this place unique. I just set it up 
and hoped people would be interested by it, and now we’ve got 
local artists bringing stuff into the shop to display and customers 
are forever bringing us little trinkets and toys and keepsakes. 
There’s a free book exchange outside we set up in lockdown and 
it’s kept going. There are so many interesting characters round 
here and it’s great to see little friendships emerge from being in 
the café. It’s a real mix, from students to families, but everyone just 
makes it their own in their own unique way.

We’ve kept the menu small for lunch and specialise in thalis, 
so normally you’ll find a lentil offering with rice, chutney, yogurt 
and salad. We’ve introduced some breakfast items like toasties 
but our real focus is dinners on Friday and Saturday evenings 
– small plates with an Indian flavour. It’s all a bit special and 
different – and we make some mean cocktails as well. The most 
popular would definitely be our tamarind ginger margarita but I 
maybe have a biased affinity towards a dirty chai martini. 

I’ve been in Hackney since 2008. I love the vibrancy and  
contrasts, because you can be in a nice leafy suburb where you 
hardly realise you’re in London, then you turn the corner and 
there can be 1,000 people doing something in a car park – and 
you don’t really get that in many places. Since I’ve moved here 
I’ve always felt Hackney is my little spot.

I love to scope out the independent sellers on Broadway Market 
and even round here I love the old-school Hoxton Saturday 
market – there’s something to be said for being able to buy a 
T-shirt for a couple of quid!

S A B R E T O O T H _ H O X T O N
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I’m Fin Spiteri and I run Caravel with my brother Lorcan [right]. 
He’s the chef and I do all the other stuff! We’re a floating 
restaurant and a separate cocktail bar based in two converted 
canal barges. We cook what we like to eat and don’t really tie 
ourselves down too much to one cuisine. Just seasonal and 
tasty food – and things that we love. 

We started in the building here at the beginning of 2020, 
originally to provide catering for photoshoots at Holborn 
Studios. But the hook for me and my brother was that it had 
this big outdoor space on the canal. Then lockdown came 
along and these two boats here emptied out, which used to 
be offices, so we started moving things across, with an idea 
to do something different once we could. After lockdown we 
opened up Caravel as a separate business with a different 
menu and separate reservations. It went so well that a year 
later we took over the boat next door and opened it up as 
a cocktail bar. And that’s Bruno’s – we now serve half of our 
menu in there too. 

What makes us unique is obviously the boats themselves but 
it’s also so rare to find somewhere in central London with this 
much space, so much outside space. The boats don’t move – 
we’ve taken out the engines to put in a wine cellar.

Something we never take off the menu is our prawn toast –  
we took it off but then had to put it back on again. People 
were seeing it online and booking and it wasn’t here, so we 
thought let’s put it back on and keep it there! Drinks-wise our 
bar manager Louis and I have a friend who makes this great 
spirit called parafante, which is a figleaf liqueur. We’ve used 
that in a new cocktail for winter which is a twist on an Angel 
Face. It’s really good. 

There’s always something going on in the area – people are 
out and about in the evening which is nice. Me and my brother 
grew up in Soho and worked there initially, and I’d say Old 
Street way and Dalston rivals the West End now in terms of 
nightlife, bars and restaurants. So it’s great to be a part of that 
but also to be in this beautiful, quieter area by the water.

C A R AV E L R E S TA U R A N T. C O M
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I’m Gianfilippo Mattioli and I’m the owner of Bottega Prelibato. 
We opened in 2008 on half of this site, then we took over next 
door and then created the garden – we’ve managed to be here 
quite a long time! We’re genuinely Italian and family-based, 
family-orientated. We have lots of people coming from the 
offices nearby and loads of creative people, such as architects 
and designers. Since the pandemic there’s been a bit of a 
regeneration of the area. Less clubs, less nightlife but the area’s 
moving up and adapting.

We mainly serve dinner but we do have a lunchtime crowd  
too – we do takeaway boxes that you can have at your desk, 
which people love. Usually beef ragu or arrabbiata: classic  
pastas. Everyone should try our classic Bolognese ragu,  
which at the moment we’re serving with fresh egg tagliatelle.  
We use hand-chopped meat rather than minced beef which 
makes it extra special.

For a tip on something else to do in the area I’d say Hoxton 
Street is changing a lot, with lots of nice places to go. So have  
a nice wander up there and discover a great place for a date!

              

I’m Marina, a waitress and bar tender at Bottega Prelibato.  
We’re a neighbourhood restaurant serving a wide variety of 
Italian cuisine from all over Italy. We specialise in homemade 
pasta but also do fish, meat and vegetarian dishes. It’s quite  
a romantic spot and definitely popular for dates. Most of the  
food we serve here comes straight from Italy, which makes it 
really authentic. My particular favourites have to be the  
gnocchi arrabbiata and the spinach and ricotta ravioli.

What I love about the area is that it’s basically central London 
but it has such a neighbourhood vibe. Pretty much everyone 
who works nearby knows each other and can ask each other 
for help, which is really nice. There’re not a lot of cars around – 
so it’s easy to walk and cycle. It’s a very loving neighbourhood. 
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G R E E N

A N D

S E R E N E

Best known are fabulous family parks like  
Shoreditch Park on your doorstep, Haggerston 
Park, home to Hackney City Farm; Clissold Park, 
with its herd of deer and picturesque café, and 
London Fields, a hipster hangout with its all-
year heated outdoor Lido. But there’s also the 
vast expanse of Hackney Marshes, which has the 
largest concentration of public football pitches 
in Europe as well as wilderness and wildlife along 
the River Lea, and smaller charming community 
spaces such as Hoxton Trust Community Garden 
and St Mary’s Secret Garden, an inclusive space 
for locals to get involved in gardening. Dalston 
Curve Garden combines a secluded walled garden 
with a good bar and pizza joint, magical after dark. 
Wherever you live, you’ll find your own slice of nature.
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C O F F E E  &  B R U N C H

F R I E N D S  O F  O U R S
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We 
 
 
 
 
 

are Isobel Scanlan, general manager, and  
Kurt Wheatley, head of marketing. Friends of  
Ours is a brunch and lunch restaurant which 
specialises in really exciting brunch, really good 
coffee and excellent sourdough. At the moment 
we’re branching out into catering, evening service 
and cocktail nights, we have our own coffee range 
as well – so we’re really expanding into new  
and exciting things.

Our menu differs from your average brunch spot 
because we’re always trying to elevate it and 
to take inspiration from lots of different places 
around the world. We try to source locally and 
use seasonal produce, and our menu changes 
four times a year. The whole place also stands 
for that social element and we do it really well – 
people come to socialise, be with people, and 
really enjoy their time here.

Our brunch menu standout would be the  
Croque Madamonsieur – instead of using ham,  
we use slow-cooked brisket, with béchamel sauce 
and fermented chilli jam, complete with a fried  
egg on top. It’s just absolutely delicious and 
a bit decadent!

For our coffee, we work closely with a roaster 
and our aim is to make it all sustainably sourced 
green beans – so he is really on it with his 
contacts, particularly in South America. We work 
increasingly closely with a couple of sustainable 
organisations to try and give back as much as 
possible, and the coffee tastes really good! We’ve 
worked hard to get it to a great standard.

We’re also working with a guy called Eslam who 
runs the Sustainable Nutrition Academy – he 
takes all our coffee grinds, our eggshells and fruit 
and veg waste, and uses them in his community 
gardens for compost and then grows produce.  
He’s working towards helping local businesses 
become zero waste – it’s a very one-on-one 
process. He got to take his pitch to COP28 last 
year, so that was really exciting.

Hoxton is great because it’s Central London 
and Zone 1 but it has a market town vibe to it. 
Repeat customers make up a big chunk of our 
clientele and we do feel we’ve got a really friendly 
relationship with so many people round here – it’s 
nice to feel you’re a part of the community.

For somewhere else nearby, check out  
Lowcountry bar, which has just opened round  
the corner and upstairs there’s this huge marble 
counter you can book for bespoke tasting menus. 
And then downstairs is a little cocktail bar serving 
beautiful cocktails.

The whole place also
stands for that 
social element and we
do it really well – people
come to socialise, 
be with people, and really
enjoy their time here. 

  K U R T  W H E AT L E Y

If we could do one thing 
to improve the area 
it would be great
to create more links for 
collaborations between all 
the independent organisations
and businesses that exist in the 
borough. Maybe some 
kind of community
coordinator who helps people
connect with one another.

  I S O B E L  S C A N L A N
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O L D S C H O O L

A N D

A U T H E N T I C
Sometimes the only food is comfort food, and the area 

has loads to tempt you – from traditional East End pie and 
mash to home-cooked Caribbean deliciousness

B E L LY ’ S  TA S T E  O F  J A M A I C A 
H O X T O N  S T

For the best in authentic, original Caribbean cooking, 
from jerk chicken to oxtail, dumplings to plantain,  

at lunchtime and dinner. 

TA S T E O F B E L LY S . C O . U K
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T H E  P R E M I S E S 
H A C K N E Y  R D 

Welcoming Turkish café and greasy spoon, serving both breakfasts 
and Mediterranean mezze attached to a famous recording studio. 
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H O X T O N  F I S H  H O U S E
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A cut above the average fish and chip shop,  
frying up all your traditional faves.
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F.  C O O K E ’ S
H O X T O N  S T 

One of London’s last traditional pie & mash shops for classic 
Cockney favourites with a beautiful historic interior.  

Don’t skip the liquor!
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CARIBBEAN 
CUISINE

TURKISH 
CUISINE

TRADITIONAL  
PIE & MASH

TRADITIONAL 
FISH & CHIPS
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F O O D SB R U N C H

F R E S HC O F F E E
D A L  F I O R E N T I N O 
H O X T O N  S T R E E T 

Authentic Florentine sandwich shop, using  
home-baked schiacciata bread and freshly sliced 
meats and cheeses. Always a queue at lunchtime! 

D A L F I O R E N T I N O . LO N D O N

1 1  M I N S  B Y  F O O T  |  0 7  M I N S  B Y  B I K E

F R O M  S H O R E D I T C H  PA R K S I D E

D E  B E A U V O I R  D E L I 
S O U T H G AT E  R O A D

An eat-in cafe serving breakfasts and great 
sandwiches on one side of the road and a shop 
with takeaway coffees and cakes on the other. 
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B Y  T H E  B R I D G E  C A F É 
K I N G S L A N D  R O A D 

Tiny but perfectly formed, this breakfast 
 spot and bar right over the canal might have 
 the best views in Haggerston – don’t miss its 

rooftop terrace.
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An art-filled, super-friendly community coffee 
shop specialising in homemade chai and serving 
great Indian thalis at lunchtime, and small plates/

cocktails on Fridays and Saturdays.

S A B R E T O O T H _ H O X T O N
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 F R I E N D S  O F  O U R S 
P I T F I E L D  S T R E E T  

A local mecca for imaginative brunch,  
first-rate coffee and cocktails in the evening. 
A lovely place to hang out and champions of 

sustainability too. Don’t miss their French toast!
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C U R I O U S  Y E L LO W  K A F É 
P I T F I E L D  S T R E E T  

In the same stretch as Friends of Ours, 
 this bright, cheerful space majors in  
Swedish coffee, pastries and healthy 

breakfasts and brunch.

C U R I O U S Y E L LO W K A F E
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D A Y S  O U T

Brand-new leisure centre with two pools, waterslides, sports hall and  
more set within the wide green space of Shoreditch Park. 
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One of Europe’s top circus skill schools, it also offers  
short courses and workshops for kids and adults alike.

N AT I O N A LC I R C U S . O R G . U K
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H A C K N E Y  C I T Y  FA R M 
H A G G E R S T O N  PA R K 

A slice of the countryside in the city, complete with donkeys, 
pigs, goats and much more in a picturesque cobbled farmyard.

H A C K N E Y C I T Y FA R M . C O . U K
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R E G E N T S  C A N A L  T O W PAT H

 Your secret quiet route right through the borough,  
from your doorstep to Broadway Market and Victoria Park,  

and up to Queen Elizabeth Park, Hackney Wick and  
Hackney Marshes – walk or cycle.

C A N A L R I V E R T R U S T. O R G . U K /
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L A B U R N U M  B OAT  C LU B  
L A B U R N U M  S T 

Community initiative that runs youth 
kayaking, canoeing and other boating activities 
on Regents Canal  – and Wednesday nights are 

for the grown-ups! 

L A B U R N U M B O AT C L U B . C O M 
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I’m 
Dominic Hishelwood and I’m the senior youth worker at 
Laburnum Boat Club. We’re mainly a youth organisation 
running youth clubs from 9-18 as well as clubs for 
young people with disabilities. I’m pretty confident in 
saying that this is the only fully inclusive open access 
youth club in Hackney. We also have a family club 
for parents with younger kids, and an adult club on 
Wednesday evenings – so all members of society are 
catered for! 

We do various outdoor activities here: kayaking, 
canoeing, stand-up paddle-boarding, and we’ve also 
got two narrow boats and a climbing wall. In a sense 
those activities are a way to get young people through 
the gates so we can work with them to support them in 
their transition from child to young person to adult.

The club started in 1983, so we’ve just had our 40th 
birthday. Back then three parents got permission to 
do some canoeing on a Saturday afternoon. We’re now 
seven days a week, almost 365 days a year. We have 
full access onto the canal, and from here it’s about 7 
miles to join the River Thames one way and 12 miles to 
the Thames the other way. It’s possible to do a 47-mile 
circuit starting and ending here using the canals and 
the river. 

Any young person over 9 can come down – a lot come 
in the holidays for the first time. They will tentatively get 
into a boat on the water, helped by a qualified coach, 
and within 20 minutes their anxieties will have subsided 
because they realise they can float, and paddle in more 
or less a straight line. 

Ultimately it’s their club, and they can decide to an 
extent what they want to do after they pass a few tasks, 
which gives them a sense they’re progressing and helps 
us monitor them.

If I could do one thing to improve
the area it would be to increase 
funding for youth work provision –
not just Hackney but London and 
even nationally

 D O M I N I C  H I S H E L W O O D 

Often we attract kids who might be loners or not enjoy 
team sports, who can join in an activity that still keeps 
them as an individual. It builds up confidence in their 
abilities, and also opens the door to create a social  
group and make friends. 

I think Hackney’s diversity is one of its big strengths  
– people are a lot more accepting of difference.  
And having these little neighbourhoods like Haggerston 
and Hoxton allows people to be part of small 
communities they can identify with and a be a part of. 
Knowing they’re coming to a boat club that’s at the 
heart of their community is very valuable. 

I would encourage anyone to go out on the canal – 
it’s fascinating in the different ways it’s used and 
perceived from east to west, even though it has no 
physical change. As soon as you get on to the water 
things slow down, tranquility takes over and a lot of 
those everyday stresses can be forgotten about for a 
minute. Go down to Broadway Market and you can sit 
quite comfortably in a boat just watching all the chaos 
that ensues at a weekend!

L A B U R N U M B O AT C L U B . C O M
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S H O W

S H O R E D I T C H  T O W N  H A L L 
O L D  S T R E E T   
Stunning former town hall that hosts theatre,  
comedy and performance, as well as rooms to hire

S H O R E D I T C H T O W N H A L L . C O M
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C U R Z O N  H O X T O N 
P I T F I E L D  S T R E E T  
Recently reopened cinema in a refurbished art-deco  
gem, showing big releases and arthouse films.

C U R Z O N . C O M / V E N U E S / H O X T O N
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H O X T O N  H A L L 
H O X T O N  S T R E E T   
Historic music hall that now puts on comedy,  
concerts, theatre and much more.

H O X T O N H A L L . C O . U K
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H A C K N E Y  E M P I R E  
2 9 1  M A R E  S T R E E T   
Local but world-class theatre with an ornate interior, 
showing everything from pantomimes to serious drama, 
stand-up comedy to live music.

H A C K N E Y E M P I R E . C O . U K
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M U S E U M  O F  T H E  H O M E 
K I N G S L A N D  R O A D 

As well as its displays of domestic interiors through the 
ages, the museum hosts regular special events. Coming 
up it will be celebrating Lunar New Year in mid-February, 
with a day of free family activities, as well as exciting 
half-term workshops.

M U S E U M O F T H E H O M E . O R G . U K
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Don’t miss our new  
home galleries in the 
basement, because 

they’re really special in 
the way they set the 

scene in thinking about 
the home – and that’s 

such a valuable 
experience. You can visit 
those galleries and go 

away with plenty to think 
about and plenty to be 

inspired by.  

  S A N J I T  C H U D H A

I’m 
 
 
 
 
 

Sanjit Chudha and I’m Director of Audiences at 
the Museum of the Home. The museum is all about 
telling the story of home, through our series of 
period rooms and our brand-new home galleries 
downstairs. Our vision is to reveal and rethink the 
ways that we live in order that we can live better 
together. By telling the story of home from multiple 
perspectives – emotional, psychological, many 
different cultural standpoints and so on – we can 
create a wider understanding of the fact there isn’t 
just one way of living, but many ways of living.

We opened in 1914 and then in 2018 we began 
a capital project, which doubled the amount of 
publicly available space and allowed us to show 
much more of our collection. We renamed ourself 
at that time too, as we felt the previous name didn’t 
tell the story of what we were about. The more we 
thought about our content, the more we realised 
that’s what we want to be called – the Museum of 
the Home. It does what it says on the tin. 

The building was originally an almshouse built in 
the 1700s for the widows of ironmongers and their 
children, and remained so for almost 200 years.  
But no one lives here now – except possibly a ghost!

We’re the only museum of the home in the world – 
so that’s pretty unique. The other thing that makes 
us special is that in contrast to grand, institutional 
museums which can be quite intimidating, we are 
domestic in scale (being in old almshouses) and 
our subject is very approachable. We all have 
a relationship to home in one way or another, 
whether you have a home or not, so there’s a real 
universality about us. 

We’re free to visit so you can come as often as 
you want. In spring and summer our gardens are 
definitely worth spending time in, not only the 
big lawns at the front but the gardens we have at 
the back, which are beautiful because they tell 
the story of how gardens evolved over time. It’s 
wonderful to see how gardens went from very 
green spaces with few flowers and little in way of 
colour and differences in texture, to the Victorian 
and Edwardian gardens and then the modern  
21st-century roof garden we have as well. 

Also don’t miss our new home galleries in the 
basement, because they’re really special in the way 
they set the scene in thinking about the home – 
and that’s such a valuable experience. You can visit 
those galleries and go away with plenty to think 
about and plenty to be inspired by.

Our Winter Festival is just drawing to a close 
with a celebration of Lunar New Year, to reflect 
the southeast Asian communities that live in the 
area. We will have a day of free workshops and 
storytelling for kids on February 18. We also have 
a fun day of events over half-term, including 
collective clay-building and textile placemat 
making. For the grown-ups there are two exciting 
film screenings, as part of Queer East: a series of 
queer documentaries about east and southeast 
Asian women and non-binary people.

I love Hackney’s diversity and the fact you don’t 
have to walk very far to find yourself in an area  
with a completely different character. I also love 
the way that it’s in a sense a microcosm of London: 
close to the museum you’ve got Hoxton Street, 
Shoreditch, Broadway Market is not that far. 
Everything is within a stone’s throw and yet each 
area has its own personality.

Hackney’s food scene is incredible – did you know 
there are eight Michelin-starred restaurants in the 
borough, which is maybe not what you think of when 
you say Hackney? I love a place called the Picklery, 
which is a wonderful restaurant up in Dalston. 

M U S E U M O F T H E H O M E . O R G . U K
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H O M E  G A L L E R Y  &  G A R D E N S

M U S E U M  O F  
T H E  H O M E
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The building was originally
an almshouse built in 
the 1700s for the widows
of ironmongers and 
their children, and remained
so for almost 200 years. 
But no one lives here now –
except possibly a ghost!

  S A N J I T  C H U D H A
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M A G N I F I C E N T  M A R K E T S

Hackney is packed with markets old and new, trendy 
and traditional. There’s historic Hoxton Market right on 
your doorstep, with bargains and hot food; Broadway 
Market along the canal, which is a must for organic 
produce, street food, coffee and people-watching on 
Saturdays. Daily Ridley Road up in Dalston is a colourful, 
chaotic fusion of fresh fruit & veg, meat, exotic produce 
and household goods. In contrast hipster Chatsworth 
Road Market on Sundays is full of great vintage finds 
and a well curated selection of food stalls, hot and cold. 
Get out there and experience retail therapy the old-
fashioned way. 

LO U D  A N D  Q U E E R 

The borough has long had a strong LGBT+ presence 
and culture, from now closed gay pubs such as the 
Joiners Arms and the George & Dragon in Shoreditch 
to the female-focused Oak Bar in Stoke Newington. 
Nowadays it’s the epicentre of an alternative queer 
scene, found in drag and cabaret bar The Divine on 
Stoke Newington Road, Dalston Superstore and VFD up 
in Dalston, plus countless club nights and happenings. 
Fringe! is an annual queer arts and film festival centred 
around the Rio Cinema in Dalston, while the borough 
runs Hackney Pride 365, a year-round programme of 
celebratory events. You don’t need to go far to find  
your tribe.

H I S T O R I C  H A C K N E Y

Hackney has some surprising hidden and historic gems. 
There’s the National Trust-owned Sutton House, one of 
London’s last remaining Tudor Houses, many beautiful 
churches such as St Leonard’s, St John at Hackney 
and the quirky Round Chapel. The Hackney Empire 
was built in 1901 as a music hall and today is a world-
class theatre while the smaller Hoxton Hall is a perfectly 
preserved Victorian jewel. The Museum of the Home in 
Hoxton is housed in preserved former almshouses for 
ironmongers’ widows, while the 16th-century Old Tower 
of St Augustine’s in Hackney Central is the symbol of the 
borough, appearing proudly on its coat of arms.

D I V E R S E  C O M M U N I T I E S

Hackney is a rich blend of different communities and 
one of the most diverse boroughs in London. There 
are well established Caribbean, Turkish and Kurdish, 
Vietnamese and Orthodox Jewish communities, as well 
as newer groups from African countries and eastern 
Europe. Much of this is reflected in the great mix of 
shops, restaurants and cafés throughout Hackney, 
particularly the incredible Turkish grill-houses and 
mouthwatering Vietnamese restaurants. While festivals 
like the Caribbean Hackney Carnival and the Day-Mer 
Festival of Turkish arts and culture put the spotlight on 
different cultures. It’s also a young borough, reflected in 
its vibrant nightlife and music scene. 

I T ’ S

A  H A C K N E Y
All the beautiful people, cultural traditions  

and quirky corners that make Hackney such 
an endlessly exciting borough to discover. 

T H I N G
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From an intimate restaurant on a canal  
barge to a trendy Michelin Star bistro – all just  

a short walk from Shoreditch Park

D E S T I N AT I O N 
D I N I N G

C A R AV E L  
S H E P H E R D E S S  W A L K 

Intimate restaurant and sister bar on board two converted  
canal barges, serving inventive bistro-style food. 

C A R AV E L R E S TA U R A N T. C O M
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O K N 1 
H O X T O N  S T

Award-winning food cooked by trainee chefs from the local catering 
college. Sample fine dining on budget from the stars of tomorrow.

O K N 1 . C O . U K
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S M O K I N G  G O AT  
S H O R E D I T C H  H I G H  S T

Innovative Thai food like you’ve never tasted before  
inspired by Bangkok’s late-night canteens.  

S M O K I N G G O AT B A R . C O M
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LY L E ’ S 
5 6  S H O R E D I T C H  H I G H  S T

Upscale modern British cuisine with a calm and pared back 
interior serving lunches and evening set menus. 

LY L E S LO N D O N . C O M
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B O T T E G A  P R E L I B AT O  
R I V I N G T O N  S T 

Gorgeous little Italian restaurant specialising in  
authentic fresh pastas, perfect for dates.

B O T T E G A P R E L I B AT O . C O M
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M O R I T O 
H A C K N E Y  R D

First-rate modern tapas, wines and cocktails that is the  
Hackney offshoot of Moro in Clerkenwell.

M O R I T O H A C K N E Y R O A D . C O . U K
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G I N G E R  P I G  
H O X T O N  S T 

Neighbourhood gem serving brunch, lunch,  
small plates and excellent steaks and grills. 

T H E G I N G E R P I G C A F E . C O M
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L E R O Y  
P H I P P  S T

This small, trendy bistro has only been going a few  
years but already has a Michelin star.

L E R O Y S H O R E D I T C H . C O M
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 I’m  
Nathan and I’m the general manager of Dream Bags Jaguar 
Shoes, taking care of all aspects from events, to staff, to 
cocktail menus, to food offerings. At the moment we have 
a taco guest kitchen. I’d describe us a nice dive bar – not 
so divey, but still has that rock’n’roll essence you’d get in a 
dive bar, plus great quality cocktails. 

Free events are also a big part of the brand – we’ll have 
the occasional paid night, like a big DJ but we mainly 
pride ourselves on holding free events for anyone and 
everyone in our atmospheric basement. Everything from 
club nights to live music, lectures to workshops. We’re 
part of a Hackney collective that includes the Victoria, 
the Hand of Glory and Two Palms.  

The bar opened in 2001, when the area was just starting 
to take off, and it was created from two former bag and 
shoe wholesalers that were knocked together.  
 
They kept the names because they just sounded good 
together – and this was way before keeping up the old 
signs was cool yet.   

We change up the decor every 3 to 6 months, with 
different artists transforming the interiors and putting 
on exhibitions – and it’s just about to change again. 
Customers come in and say it’s changed so much – I love 
it. It’s quite a big loyalty based bar: you do see the same 
faces and lots of our staff have been here a long time too.  
 
Right now, really popular is our house Milk lager which 
is quite comedic – can I have a pint of Milk please? 
Milk stout too, which is Black Milk. We source a lot of 
independent lagers locally and round the corner we’ve 
got this really nice brewery that hand-delivers the kegs 
every Thursday.

I curate the cocktail menu, which we changed up for 
the winter season. They’re all riffs on popular cocktails 
and the most popular I would say is the Naked but Not 
so Famous, which combines Mezcal, Fernet Branca and 
Campari. But my personal favourite is For Sake’s Sake: 
sake, rum, bergamot liqueur and rhubarb. 

What I love about Hackney is the the outgoingness of it 
all and the community. You can feel it’s got its own identity 
in nightlife, in bar life and in most things. I think Hackney 
shapes Jaguar Shoes and Jaguar Shoes has helped 
shape Hackney’s nightlife over the years. 

Another great place I’d recommend is TT Liquor up  
the road. Pamela’s is really nice as well – and Dalston  
Jazz Bar is legendary. 

J A G U A R S H O E S . C O M
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C U LT  B A R

D R E A M  B A G S  
J A G U A R  S H O E S
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 I’m 
I’m Julie Flavell and I’m CEO of Shoreditch Town Hall.  
We’re a stunning arts and events space in Hackney  
housing an exciting programme of performances, 
workshops, artistic residencies and a number of event 
spaces for hire. We also have local business tenants within 
the building and offer free desk space to local artists.

The main Town Hall was built in 1865 and operated as 
such until Shoreditch council merged with Hackney 
100 years later. However, it has always operated as 
an entertainment space, with the first floor Assembly 
Hall built for Music Hall, large-scale dances and even 
boxing matches. After falling into disrepair, the building 
was rescued and taken over by the Shoreditch Town 
Hall Trust in 1997. In 2004 the building reopened to the 
public, and then over the past ten years the Trust has 
developed its profile as one of east London’s leading 
cultural venues.

The physical building is beautiful, complete with 
gorgeous original features and packed with personality, 
but it is the variety of events that keeps the place 
brimming with life: you can come to a gig, participate 
in a tea dance, rehearse a show, attend an awards 
ceremony and even get married here!

We’ve got lots to look forward to in spring this 
year. Keep an eye out on our website as our new 
season announcement is early February, with lots 
of exciting things coming up.

What I love about the borough is that it’s packed  
full of amazing cultural spaces to share great  
nights out, but equally I’m able to cross the high  
street and find a quiet space in the actor’s 
churchyard or Arnold Circus to eat lunch.

There are loads of amazing things to do in 
Hackney – for family fun we’d recommend 
Hackney City Farm (the café is amazing), Hoxton 
Street Monster Supplies (where all profits go 
to the Ministry of Stories, a creative writing and 
mentoring charity for kids). For grown-ups we 
love the Art-Deco Rio Cinema in Dalston, and 
Hackney Wick  – a cool former industrial area now 
packed with cafés, bars and eateries.

S H O R E D I T C H T O W N H A L L . C O M
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�We are planning improvements 
to our building called ‘The Welcome
Project’, where we hope to 
improve access, visibility and make
the building more user-friendly in
the hopes that more local 
residents will know where we are,
what we offer and that they 
are welcome to join in. 
Watch this space!

  J U L I E  F L AV E L L 

C U LT U R A L  V E N U E

S H O R E D I T C H  
T O W N  H A L L
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YA R D  S A L E  P I Z Z A  
H A C K N E Y  R D 

Born in Hackney, now in three locations, this cult  
pizzeria serves simple, quality pizzas with 

 innovative toppings, often from guest stars.

YA R D S A L E P I Z Z A . C O M
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O N  T H E  B A B  
O L D  S T 

There are queues out the door for this cosy 
 Korean joint serving authentic, lip-smacking KFC  

(that’s Korean fried chicken).

O N T H E B A B . C O M
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‘ P H O  M I L E ’  
V I E T N A M E S E  R E S TA U R A N T S 

Kingsland Road has the largest concentration of 
Vietnamese restaurants anywhere in the country, 

ever changing and evolving. Try BunBunBun,  
Hanoi Café or Song Que.

B U R G E R  A N D  B E Y O N D 
S H O R E D I T C H  H I G H  S T 

Started as a food truck, this serves the best burgers in 
Shoreditch. Far more than your average fast food joint, 

with an evolving menu and great cocktails.

B U R G E R A N D B E Y O N D . C O . U K
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F I N L E Y ’ S  
H O X T O N  S T 

Relatively new, lovely little wine bar and shop that  
specialises in wines by women producers and vineyards.

W H E R E S F I N L E Y. C O M
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S A G E R  &  W I L D E 
H A C K N E Y  R D  

Iconic and moodily lit corner wine bar that serves all  
natural wines from an extensive cellar, as well as carefully 

curated cocktails.

S A G E R A N D W I L D E . C O M /

H A C K N E Y - R O A D

1 6  M I N S  B Y  F O O T  |  1 4  M I N S  B Y  B I K E

F R O M  S H O R E D I T C H  PA R K S I D E 

LO O K I N G  G L A S S  C O C K TA I L  C LU B 
4 9  H A C K N E Y  R D 

A blend of innovative drinks, a great DJ line-up and a sultry, 
secret back bar makes this one decidedly classy  

Shoreditch nightspot.

LO O K I N G G L A S S LO N D O N . C O . U K 
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C A L LO O H  C A L L AY 
R I V I N G T O N  S T

 One of Shoreditch’s first cocktail bars and a step up  
from more generic offerings, with a Lewis Carroll-inspired  

interior and long list of cocktails.

C A L LO O H C A L L AY B A R . C O M
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I’m 
Craig Povoas and I’m the founding director of  
Burger & Beyond – I eat, sleep and breathe B&B! We 
started from a love of great burgers and being able to 
bring them to people in a super accessible way from a 
street food van. The van went from strength to strength 
and enabled us to open in three of the best places in 
London – Shoreditch, Soho and Borough Market. At the 
heart of B&B is our simple love of burgers and continually 
striving to be the top of our game. But it all started with 
our orange Citroen H Van in 2014 and a love of food  
and festivals!

What makes us stand out is first and foremost quality. 
We differ from other burger brands because we offer a 
banging cocktail and side menu which we have spend 
a lot of time developing and perfecting along with 
our burgers – which makes eating with us more of an 
experience as opposed to just a grab-and-go burger joint. 

Everyone should try our straight-up simple 
cheeseburger. There is something so beautiful about 
its simplicity and it speaks for itself. Then our fried 
chicken bites with our secret sauce are a fan favourite 
and always go down a treat! We have a few new exciting 
things on the menu for 2024, so pop down and give 
them a try! 

I was born in Hackney so and a lot of my favourite 
memories of nights out are in this area. It always feels 
like home and has never lost that neighbourhood vibe 
that everyone loves. Two of my fave dining spots right 
now are Manteca and Smokestak – thank me later.  

B U R G E R A N D B E Y O N D . C O . U K
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�If I could do one thing to 
enhance Hackney it would be 
roll out more al fresco 
eating and drinking like
you saw in Soho 
post lockdown, as I think 
this really contributed towards
the neighbourhood ethos. 
I think it would be great 
in and around Hackney.

  C R A I G  P O V O A S

B E S T  B U R G E R S

B U R G E R  A N D  
B E Y O N D

1 4 7  S H O R E D I T C H  H I G H  S T

I’m 
William Knowles Mofford and I’m founder and managing 
director of Looking Glass Cocktail Club. We are a 
speakeasy cocktail club with a difference. We do away 
with the classic and sometimes stuffier cocktail club 
to offer superb service and molecular cocktails in a 
relaxed, industrially designed venue that plays house 
music with filthy basslines. We host a plethora of events, 
from drag shows to live music, and of course our ever-
changing new and fresh DJ events.

Looking Glass has been going for 13 years, we started  
as a blank shell and over the past decade and a bit 
evolved both our venue and our offering to the  
standard that it is today. 

There are lots of late-night venues in London, some 
have great drinks, some have great live music and 
others a great interior. But it’s rare to get all three. 

I opened Looking Glass wanting a venue that had 
cocktail club bar service, drinks and ambience with the 
music programme from a live venue, combining these  
elements to create a relaxed and sensory venue people 
would feel comfortable in. Our name comes from our 
huge mirror that slides open to reveal the secret and 
seductive speakeasy beyond. 

Our winter menu is based on fables, fairy tales  
and folklore from around the world. Our most popular 
winter cocktail is the Peach Boy, which is inspired by  
a Japanese fairytale called Momotaro. It’s Hakushu 
Whiskey, Umeshu Sake and peach distillate. It’s smooth 
and smoky – delicious!

I grew up in Hackney so I’ve been around and seen 
the changes. It has always been a community borough 
famous for its arts and performance. My favourite thing 
about it is how it’s managed to hold on to that spirit 
even though it has become a global brand – dare I say 
an icon of how cool London can be – that draws in 
visitors from all around the globe.

My advice for something to do in the area is to get  
out and experience our vibrant nightlife, our bars, pubs  
and many excellent restaurants. Don’t plan things,  
just explore and allow yourself to get lost. Find the 
hidden gems and pockets of excitement our borough 
has to offer.

LO O K I N G G L A S S LO N D O N . C O . U K
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�If I were mayor for the day I would
block all of the roads and 
bring the entire borough together
for a massive party. Open up every
venue to sell drinks,
local musicians to provide music
and local food vendors to sell food
on the street, Hackney based
clothing companies to sell
clothes and other bits. 
The idea would be to bring 
our thriving communities together 
in one place.

  W I L L I A M  K N O W L E S  M O F F O R D

S E C R E T  S P E A K E A S Y

LO O K I N G  G L A S S  
C O C K TA I L  C L U B

4 9  H A C K N E Y  R D
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T H E

B O O Z E R S

D R E A M  B A G S  J A G U A R  S H O E S 
K I N G S L A N D  R O A D    
One of the first ‘hipster’ bars in Shoreditch with events and 
ever-changing decor, still going strong after 20 years

J A G U A R S H O E S . C O M
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T H E  G E O R G E  &  V U LT U R E 
P I T F I E L D  S T R E E T   

Corner pub and pizza joint, packed out with a young  
and hip crowd – and the tallest pub in London.

G E O R G E A N D V U LT U R E . C O M
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T H E  B A R L E Y  M O W 
C U R TA I N  R O A D

Tiny and unspoilt traditional pub with a trendy  
crowd and a great pub quiz. Lovely upstairs room.

T H E B A R L E Y M O W S H O R E D I T C H . C O . U K
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T H E  S C O LT  H E A D 
C U L F O R D  R O A D

Spacious pub and dining room with quirky garden  
that attracts a young Dalston crowd for Sunday  
roasts and weeknight pints. 

T H E S C O LT H E A D . C O . U K
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H O W L  AT  T H E  M O O N 
H O X T O N  S T R E E T  
Popular pub on a Hoxton Street corner  
with a friendly mixed crowd and regular events. 

H O X T O N P U B . C O M

0 8  M I N S  B Y  F O O T 
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T H E

B E S T

B O O Z E R S
3 4 3 5
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I’m Sia Smith and I’m the owner of Finley’s. We are a 
neighbourhood wine bar and wine shop focusing on great 
women winemakers and women vineyard owners.  We’ve been 
going since March 2022, so a little over a year and a half.  
We open early afternoons for takeaways and then the bar  
gets going more in the evening. We also hold regular tastings 
and events, and you can hire the space for private parties  
– it’s the perfect size. 

Now we’re in the depths of winter, only big and bold reds will really 
cut it on the coldest days – and we have plenty of those to enjoy! 

I’m originally from Australia and been here about ten years 
now but the first place I ever stayed was on Hoxton Street and 
I’ve only ever moved a kilometre in any direction. So I love the 
area – it doesn’t feel like you’re in central London, and just a 
20-minute walk from the Tower of London for example. People 
have been great since we opened here: very neighbourhoody, 
with lots of locals and regulars who live round here. So it’s a 
lovely little community feel. 

For something to do in Hackney I’d say pop to Shoreditch 
for some breakfast and just make your way through the little 
backstreets and areas – there’re always fun little bars or 
restaurants popping up.

W H E R E S F I N L E Y. C O M

0 4  M I N S  B Y  F O O T

F R O M  S H O R E D I T C H  PA R K S I D E 

I’m Hande Sezgin, the managing director of By the Bridge.  
It’s always been a bit of a dream to have a little café in 
Hackney. Smilie my husband found the place and wanted it to 
reflect Hackney, because he grew up round here. Then during 
Covid because we’re such a tiny space they allowed us to 
have outdoor seating – so we decided to create a terrace on 
the roof and that’s just had a huge impact on the business. 
We get a lot of locals, loads of regulars. In the daytime we’re 
mainly a café, serving breakfasts, bagels and buddha bowls. 
In the evening we become a bar and restaurant, with burgers, 
sharing plates and great cocktails. 

What makes us special is being right over the canal – there’s 
not many places that can boast that amazing view and 
with the terrace we get to use it even more. Plus we pride 
ourselves on being a little bit quirky. 

My favourite order on the menu I would have to say is this 
vegetarian bagel we do that’s filled with avocado, grilled 
spiced halloumi and harissa mayo – we get people flocking 
here just for that! We do the classic cocktails but with a twist 
– in that we make our own syrups. So right now it’s all about 
cinnamon syrup or spicing it up with some chilli. We’ll always 
ask the customer if they want it sweet, sour, spicy, it’s their choice. 

What I love about Hackney and working here is its diversity – 
getting to meet people from different cultures, races, religions, 
everything is right here. Somewhere else to go? I’m biased but 
we have another venue next door called U7 Lounge – again 
it’s in a fabulous canalside spot with a terrace – and we serve 
drinks, food and it’s available to hire too.

B Y T H E B R I D G E . C A F E
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I’m John Sizzle and I’m one of the co-owners of the Divine, 
London’s newest queer venue and performance mecca! After 
9 years running our iconic pub the Glory, we’ve upped sticks 
and moved just up the road to Dalston to a bigger and bolder 
space! Just like the Glory, it’s a queer venue that combines 
drag and cabaret space, bar and club. And we’ll continue 
being community led, so expect lots of art workshops, 
sporting events, dog shows, drag shows – you name it. If it’s 
queer, it’ll happen here! Lots of famous drag names will be 
gracing our stage – you may even have seen some on the telly!

What makes us special is being at the epicentre of the queer 
alternative universe in London – and this area especially is 
kind of like the new Soho; the new go-to place for young 
LGBTQ+ people in London, as well as visitors from abroad. 
We’re hitting the ground running at the Divine from day one 
with a full smorgasbord of delights laid on for your pleasure. 
Don’t miss weekly cabaret from our legendary alt-drag 
performer [and co-owner] Jonny Woo, performances from 
queens like Baby Lame, Keela Craving and Rose Feroce – as 
well as some fabulous late-night dancing. We’ll have amazing 
artwork on the walls from the likes of Max Allen and Costa 
Rican artist Myno (@myno_club).

Drinks-wise, we’ll have all our signature cocktails from the 
Glory, like Miss Cucumberly, and some tempting new ones too! 
For my mind, you can’t escape a good old mezcal margarita – 
delish! An espresso martini is omnipresent when you need a 
boost and an amaretto sour is quite juicy and wintry. And we 
have a mulled cider too for colder nights.

What I love about this area is the fact it’s still got pockets of 
urbanness to it – then the canal is a beautiful space that cuts 
right through it and makes it very different. Kingsland Road is 
amazing, with food and drink offerings the entire way and then 
you can whisk up to Stoke Newington, which is really cute. 
And down in De Beauvoir Town you’ve got streets of beautiful 
houses that are just stunning to walk around.

I’d recommend a long walk down the canal – start at Angel 
and walk all the way to Victoria Park. Everyone knows about 
Broadway Market but there’s the old Ridley Road market 
up here in Dalston for a bit of authentic local flavour. And 
do check out other queer hotspots like VFD and Dalston 
Superstore. Earth is an amazing venue for entertainment, big 
bands and big events. There’s lots going on!

T H E D I V I N E . C O . U K
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I’m Orsi Ajvazov, the general manager and head sommelier 
here. We are a natural wine bar, but we were started as more of 
a fine wine pop-up on Old Street 20 years ago by our owner 
Michael, selling really iconic wines by the glass, which nobody 
else was doing at the time. We still have this ‘unicorns’ board 
with those really special bottles, but we’ve moved towards 
natural and sustainable wines – and we have a small cocktail 
menu too. We have over 600 references in the downstairs 
cellar, so it’s a massive list!

For us natural wine means the fermentation starts 
spontaneously. It could come from an organic winery or an 
organic wine grower, or biodynamic vineyards or really extreme 
zero-zero vineyards where they don’t put anything on the fields.

Aside from our wine list, what makes us unique is the interior 
and the bar top itself, which is made from reclaimed old 
pavement skylights from central London, all put together by 
Michael. Also this was an old pub and it still has remnants of that. 

One of my favourite wines at the moment is our own 
champagne, sourced from a super small winery, which we do 
by the glass. Its a rosé champagne but the base wine is from 
2011 so it’s aged and you have these briochey, biscuity notes. 
It’s great for winter as it’s a bit more robust. 

What I love about Hackney is you still have what is missing 
from many areas – independent businesses are still opening. 
So you really feel you can give back to the community. We’re 
this famous, iconic place but we have a local feel, with lots of 
regular customers, which I really appreciate.

I would recommend Provisions up the road, which is  
a great deli where we get our cheeses for the bar. They also 
have a little wine bar at weekends. For cocktails I love Bar  
Lotus on Kingsland Road – it has a great backroom that  
looks like a beach.

S A G E R A N D W I L D E . C O M
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WINES BY WOMEN

F I N L E Y ’ S  
W I N E  B A R

2 9 7  H O X T O N  S T

BRUNCH WITH A VIEW

B Y  T H E  
B R I D G E  C A F E

2 8 3 A  K I N G S L A N D  R D

NATURAL WINES

S A G E R  
A N D  W I L D E

1 9 3  H A C K N E Y  R D

DRINKS AND DRAG

T H E  D I V I N E
3 3  S T O K E  N E W I N G T O N  R O A D

3 6 3 7

T H E  PA R K S I D E R S H O R E D I T C H  PA R K S I D E



C A B A R E T

    C O M E D Y

L I V E  M U S I C

   D A N C E

L AT E  A N D  L I V E 

T H E  D I V I N E  
3 3  S T O K E  N E W I N G T O N  R O A D

Iconic LGBT+ pub and epicentre of the east London  
alternative cabaret, drag and performance scene. 
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T H E  O L D  B L U E  L A S T 
G R E AT  E A S T E R N  S T  
Legendary boozer and live music venue showing  
both up-and-coming and established artists.

T H E O L D B L U E L A S T. C O M
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C O LO U R S  H O X T O N 
H O X T O N  S Q  

Popular club and live music venue in the heart  
of Hoxton Square

C O LO U R S H O X T O N . C O M
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E A R T H 
S T O K E  N E W I N G T O N  R D   
Huge live music venue and multi-arts space in  
a converted, atmospheric former art-deco cinema.  
Featuring big names in music and stand-up comedy alike.

E A R T H A C K N E Y. C O . U K
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M O T H  C L U B 
VA L E T T E  S T  
Intimate live music and comedy venue up in  
Hackney Central, with fun club nights too.

M O T H C L U B . C O . U K
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Newington Green

17 mins by bus | 27 
mins by foot 

Upper Street and  
Camden Passage 

30 mins by bus | 24 
mins by foot | 13 mins 
by bike

London Fields and  
Broadway Market 

30 mins by bus | 28 
mins by foot | 13 mins 
by bike 

Stoke Newington  
Church St 

40 minute walk

Victoria Park Village  
and Well St 

45 minute walk

Hackney Central  
and Lower  
Clapton Rd

40-50 minute walk

Chatsworth Rd 

55 minute walk

Hackney Wick and  
Hackney Marshes 

1 hour plus walk

T H E  PA R K S I D E R  S P O T L I G H T

More great  
Hackney hotspots  
for shopping,  
strolling, eating  
and partying
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